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DOD/ISA:COL. HILLEBRANDT (SUBS) 

053213 021749Z/46 

R 021629Z JUN 78 
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TO AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 

SEC RET STATE 139881 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 


Message Text 


TAGS: MARR, SO, US 

SUBJECT: US MILITARY SURVEY TEAM TO SOMALIA 


1 . DEPT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S VIEWS ON SIAD'S DELAY 
IN RESPONDING TO EMBASSY NOTE PROVIDING MEMO OF UNDERSTAND- 
ING RE US MILITARY SURVEY TEAM. EMBASSY'S PRESENTATION 
(MOG 1122) APPEARED TO MAKE CLEAR THAT US AWAITING GSDR 
REPLY TO NOTE BEFORE TEAM'S VISIT CAN BE SCHEDULED BUT WE 
WONDER WHETHER SOMALI OFFICIALS MIGHT HAVE ATTACHED 
DIFFERENT INTERPRETATION. 


2. IF THERE ARE POLITICAL REASONS WHY SIAD MIGHT BE RE- 
LUCTANT TO RECEIVE US SURVEY TEAM AT THIS TIME, WE WOULD 
BE INTERESTED IN EMBASSY'S ANALYSIS OF REASONS FOR AND 
LIKELY RESULTS OF SUCH RELUCTANCE. 
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3. AT PRESENT TIME, TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR TEAM'S GUIDANCE 
DURING ITS VISIT TO SOMALIA ARE BEING PUT IN FINAL FORM. 
PRELIMINARY DATE FOR TEAM'S DEPARTURE WAS TENTATIVELY 
TARGETED FOR JUNE 17 BUT THAT DATE WAS BASED ON ASSUMPTION 
THAT WE WOULD BY NOW HAVE AN AFFIRMATIVE RESPONSE TO OUR 
NOTE. HAVING IN MIND THAT TEAM’S ARRIVAL WILL FOLLOW 
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RECEIPT OF GSDR REPLY BY TWO TO THREE WEEKS, EMBASSY SHOULD 

ALSO PROVIDE ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL EFFECT OF RELATIVELY 
PROLONGED DELAY, EVEN IF REASON THEREFORE IS GSDR FAILURE 
TO RESPOND TO OUR NOTE. 

4. EMBASSY SHOULD ALSO ADVISE DEPT OF ANY OTHER FACTORS 
WHICH MIGHT AFFECT TIMING OF SURVEY TEAM’S VISIT (E.G. 

WHETHER IT IMPORTANT FOR TEAM TO ARRIVE WHEN SIAD IS IN 
MOGADISCIO). CHRISTOPHER 
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